IBIA

PRESS RELEASE

IBIA Statement on Recent Marine Fuel Quality Concerns

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

IBIA is aware of recent reports highlighting operational issues observed in connection with
certain residual marine fuels containing components which may indicate the presence of
shale oil. IBIA's Technical Working Group has reviewed the information currently available
and notes that, while these reports raise legitimate questions that warrant further
investigation, the available evidence does not establish a direct causal relationship between
the presence of these compounds and the operational issues reported.

Shale oil-derived hydrocarbons are a permitted feedstock under ISO 8217. Their presence
alone should not be regarded as evidence of fuel quality deficiencies or non-compliance.
The relevant consideration is whether the finished fuel, as delivered, meets the
requirements of ISO 8217, including the provisions relating to fuel composition and
operational fitness for use.

The reported cases nevertheless reinforce the importance of understanding how
increasingly complex marine fuel blends perform in practice. As the industry continues to
diversify feedstocks and blend components, greater transparency, traceability, quality
assurance and information sharing across the supply chain will become increasingly
important.

IBIA supports further technical investigation, industry collaboration and data sharing to
improve understanding of fuel behavior and operational performance. Such work will help
ensure confidence in marine fuel quality while supporting the safe, reliable and efficient
operation of ships.

NOTE:

Maritime & Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) has issued an advisory (Bunkering Memo No.3 of
2026) to all its licensed bunker suppliers on this matter.

ENDS

IBIA - The International Bunker Industry Association is the voice of the global marine
energy value chain, representing a diverse membership of fuel suppliers, traders,
shipowners, brokers, surveyors, port authorities, and maritime professionals across more
than 70 countries. Established in 1993, IBIA promotes transparency, quality, and high
standards in marine fuel operations and supports the industry’s transition to low and zero-
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carbon fuels. Through advocacy at the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and its
global network of training, events, and working groups, IBIA connects the industry to drive
safe, sustainable, and practical solutions for the future of marine energy.

Media enquiries:

Elena Wilson

Marketing & Business Development Lead
elena.wilson@ibia.net

+44 7975895203
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