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Clause 5 of ISO8217

Lawyer’s playing field

By Walter Dekkers
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Table 2 ISO8217



ISO8217 standard
Editions

3

▪ ISO8217; 1987 – 1st edition

▪ ISO8217; 1996 (2nd) – industrial standard

▪ ISO8217; 2005 (3rd) – still widely used specification

▪ ISO8217; 2010 (4th) - replaced the 2005 standard (many changes)

▪ ISO 8217:2012 (5th) - replaced the 2010 standard (only change H2S )

▪ ISO8217: 2017 (6th) - replaced 2012 (many changes; specially clause 5)

▪ ISO8217: 2023 ?       7th edition?



ISO 8217 standard

4



ISO 8217 standard (2017)

5



Vessel’s Owners toward Charterers

6

1.Table 2 in spec so need go for more forensic tests

2.Consume fuel resulting in damage / issues

3.Claim 

a. De-bunker (ROB)

b. Repair costs

c. Demurrage

d. Other expenses (analysis/surveyor/lawyer etc.)



Vessel’s Charterers (Buyers) to Owners

7

1. ISO8217 table 2 is a very specific set of parameters and all within 

specification.

2. GCMS not part of official fuel standard and there are no limits on 

the found compounds.

3. No industry standard what concentrations / combinations may 

cause operational problems or jeopardize the machinery.

4. Owners have burden of proof.

5. Not a proper investigation has taken place which incl. copies of 

various logs, records, reports etc. (in case of engine damage)



Vessel’s Charterers (Buyers) to Suppliers

8

1. The Owner’s analysis indicate presence of unwanted chemical 

species in the fuel.

2. The fuel contain hazardous and toxic compounds which are not 

healthy for vessel’s crew which is in violation of clause 5 of 

ISO8217. 

3. Pass on info / statements from Owners to Suppliers.

4. Ask Suppliers, with reference to Annex B, to demonstrate that an 

adequate quality management system is in place incl. testing 

protocol to avoid delivery of inferior fuel.



Suppliers (Sellers)

9

1. Same arguments Charterers use against Owners 

(standard tests in order, no industry standards for 

additional testing etc.)

2. Time bar (7, 14 or 30 days)

3. Only suppliers retained BDN sample final and binding

4. Clause 5 allows concentrations if safe for crew and fit for 

use. No proof that these suspected chemical species 

caused the damage or cannot be burned.



10

Recommendations:

• Set-up GCMS data center to 

understand better what 

components/concentrations/

combinations cause problems.

• Regulate and identify appropriate 

more forensic test methods (GCMS) 

so minimize different results and 

compound-name between the 

testing firms.

• Buy from reputable suppliers with 

good quality management system 

to minimize the risk of chemical 

contamination.
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