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Recent and current challenges

IMO 2020

Global sulphur limit 

cut from 3.50% to 

0.50% 



Aims of our Association

● Provide an international forum for bunker industry issues

● Represent the global marine fuels industry in discussions and negotiations with policy 

makers, legislators and other groups and bodies

● Promote better understanding, professionalism and cooperation between all 
stakeholders through communication and education 

● Develop and promote best practices and standards 

● Shape and influence the future of  the marine fuels sector



The voice of the global bunker industry

• IBIA represents members globally across the entire industry value chain, providing an

international forum for bunker industry issues

• We promote better understanding, professionalism and cooperation between all 
stakeholders through communication and education 

• IBIA has consultative status at the IMO and actively lobbies on the industry’s behalf

• As a member-led organisation, we engage with our members to understand their 
concerns and encourage input to our work.

• IBIA is governed by an elected Board with diverse backgrounds and areas of expertise. 
The Board sets out policies and strategy

• IBIA partners with other industry stakeholders to achieve mutual goals



Membership PROFILE

Our members represent organisations and individuals in around 80 countries across the 
entire industry value chain

Energy Majors, Refiners, Traders, Brokers,  Suppliers

Ship Owners, Charterers, Agents

Fuel Testing Agencies, Surveyors, Credit Reporting Companies, Lawyers, P& I Clubs

Port Authorities, Storage Terminals, Equipment manufacturers, Journalists and Consultants



• The bunker industry has a reputational problem – how deserved is it, and what can we 

do to improve it?

• The Board of IBIA decided in 2020 to promote bunker licensing, preferably including 
mandatory MFMs, in bunker hubs around the world, taking inspiration from Singapore

• We believe this will improve transparency, minimise scope for malpractice, and reduce 

disputes over quantity and quality 

• We want a level playing field that rewards companies that offer a quality service 

without “cutting corners”. 

• The Board of IBIA wants to make integrity an overarching goal going forward, 

including a review of the IBIA “Code of Ethics”

• IBIA is working with our members, other industry associations and relevant stakeholders 

to promote best practices, transparency and trust in our sector

Improving the future of bunkering 



Conferences 
and Training 
Courses



Publications



• IBIA’s Future Fuels working group focuses on how the bunker industry can be 
proactively involved in identifying and developing future fuel solutions

• The first major project, reaching completion, is a comprehensive assessment of the 
main and mostly discussed alternatives on the road to decarbonisation.

AREAS COVERED

• Emission profile, including LCA
• Expected GHG savings
• Regulatory framework/standards
• Technological & operational aspects
• Avails/infrastructure
• Pricing

Future Fuels Working Group 



• We need the right regulatory signals to incentivise the energy transition

• Fuels and technologies must be technically feasible, safe to use, environmentally 
sound and truly sustainable

• Sustainability must take full well to wake lifecycle emissions into account 

• We need a workable lifecycle assessment methodology and associated certification 
schemes to reward and promote the provision and use of truly sustainable fuels  

• Regulations should stimulate innovation and demand for alternative fuels. The most 
promising tools are likely to be:

- a substantial price on carbon / CO2 equivalents (market based measure)

- a gradual phasing in of a fuel GHG intensity limit, creating predictable demand 
which the supply side will respond to

• IBIA has actively supported measures to reduce Black Carbon emissions in the Arctic, 
where the climate impact is most significant

IBIA’s stance on decarbonisation
at the IMO



• A market where marine fuel suppliers and buyers, and other stakeholders, operate 
with mutual respect as trusted business partners

• This will require appropriate standards for operations, including the right regulatory 
frameworks

• Increased transparency in business transactions will also be needed

• Effective bunker licencing and uptake of MFMs are important tools to promote better 
standards and transparency 

• Integrity and ethical behaviour will be good for business in the long run to improve 
reputation and attract young talent into the sector 

• Our future aim is for a cleaner industry; both in terms of business practices and the 

environmental impact of marine fuels

• Stakeholders cooperating effectively to stem climate change

IBIA’s vision for the future



Thank you for your attention

Working with our members 

to fuel the engines of 

global trade

www.ibia.net

http://www.ibia.net/

